Interagency coordination: the key to mainstreaming children with special needs into day care.
While the need for mainstreamed day-care services continues to increase, many barriers remain that prevent or delay providers from enrolling children with special needs. The suggestions in this article to coordinate local resources will help programs begin to provide initial necessary services to children with special needs. The use of volunteers will help supplement the staffing needs of a day-care center and allow for more individualized care of the children. Unfortunately, the absence of public funds for child day care continues to be a major barrier to creating appropriate programs for children with special needs. State and federal policies need to be expanded to support day care in general and children with special needs specifically. Part H of PL 99-457 (now Part H of IDEA PL102-119) is a national impetus to promote interagency collaboration at state and local levels. This is a beginning, but more state and federal funding is needed. In addition, regulations need to be developed that will make it easier rather than more difficult for local agencies to participate. Day-care providers and professionals in every community must work together to provide appropriate services to children with special needs. The most effective services use interdisciplinary teams to work together to plan and implement the care. Let us pick up the challenge of this mandate and develop programs that will help future generations recognize and accept the differences between individuals as well as see the similarities.